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SUBJECT: LOS - REACTIONS TO AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S SEAPOWER 
SYMPOSIUM SPEECH 

REF: STATE 12946 

1 . DCM DELIVERED COPY OF AMBASSADOR RICHARDSON'S SPEECH TO 
SOLICITOR GENERAL VENCHARD AND MINISTRY OF JUSTICE COUNSEL 
GAY AN, GOM EXPERTS ON LOS MATTERS. AFTER REVIEWING THE TEXT, 

THEY EXPRESSED THEIR VIEW THAT US POSITION ON MINING OF THE 
DEEP SEABED STILL APPEARED TO FAVOR PROTECTING PRIVATE US 
MINING INTERESTS WHICH HAD THE ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY SO THAT THEY 
COULD PROCEED WITH EXPLOITATION NOW. DCM POINTED OUT THAT US 
FAVORED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DUAL SYSTEM, ONE PERMITTING 
EXPLOITATION BY PRIVATE ENTERPRISES AS WELL AS EXPLOITATION BY 

AN INTERNATIONAL AUTHORITY. THE US, DCM POINTED OUT, IS EVEN 
WILLING TO HELP FINANCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN INTERNATIONAL 
ENTITY. 

2. VENCHARD EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT BECAUSE HARD LINE 
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IDEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS HAD ENTERED THE LOS NEGOTIATIONS, 
PARTICULARLY ON THE ISSUE OF SEABED MINING, IT WOULD BE 
ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE AN INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT. 

GAY AN SAID THAT HE HAD ATTEMPTED, IN HIS CAPACITY AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE OAU GROUP, TO MODERATE THE AFRICAN GROUP'S 
POSITION IN THE JUNE 1977 LOS MEETING AND HAD INCURRED 
THE "UNDYING WRATH" OF THE LIBYAN AND ALGERIAN DELEGATES. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


THE GOM, HE SAID, BELIEVED A TREATY IS ESSENTIAL AND 

HAD DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE EFFORT TOWARD THAT END ALREADY. 

BUT THE POSITIVE RESULTS HAD NOT BEEN FORTHCOMING. 

3. MAURITIUS, VENCHARD SAID, HAD NOT PLANNED TO SEND A 
DELEGATION OF LOS TECHNICIANS TO BHE FEBRUARY 6 INTER- 
SESSIONAL MEETING BECAUSE HE BELIEVED IT WOULD BE A WASTE 
FO TIME GIVEN THE WIDE DIVERGENCY BETWEEN THE POSITIONS 
OF THE DEVELOPED AND UNDERDEVELOPED NATIONS. AFTER 
DISCUSSING THE QUESTION FURTHER WITH DCM, HE AGREED TO 
EXAMINE THE FEASIBILITY OF HAVING ONE OF HIS LOS LEGAL 
EXPERTS, RAJSOOMER LALLAH, ATTEND THE NEW YORK MEETING. 
APPARENTLY I .ALLAH WILL BE IN WASHINGTON IN EARLY FEBRUARY 
ON OTHER BUSINESS AND COULD BE DESPATCHED TO NEW YORK 
ON FEBRUARY 6 IF NECESSARY. VENCHARD STILL REMAINED 
SKEPTICAL OF THE VALUE OF THE INTERSESSIONAL MEETING, AND 
WONDERED ALOUD WHETHER IT COULD PRODUCE ANYTHING MORE THAN 
AN "EXCHANGE OF RHETORIC." 
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